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The NCCR Affective Sciences is the first national
research centre dedicated to the interdisciplinary
study of emotions and their effects on human
behaviour and society.

The NCCR Affective Sciences is funded by the Swiss
federal government and administered by the Swiss
National Science Foundation. It is hosted by the
University of Geneva.
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THE NCCR AFFECTIVE SCIENCES
IN A NUTSHELL

o The first research centre worldwide dedicated
to the interdisciplinary study of emotions and
their effects on human behaviour and society

» A multidisciplinary approach bringing together
psychologists, neuroscientists, medical researchers,
philosophers, historians, literary theorists, social
scientists, economists, legal scholars, and computer
scientists

o More than 100 researchers, at all career levels,
at the Universities of Berne, Fribourg, Geneva,
Neuchdtel and Zurich

» An ambitious doctoral and postdoctoral program
to train a new generation of researchers, providing
active support for the research careers of women

 Partnerships with public- and private-sector
organizations involving applied research
on the role of emotions in social policy, health,
decision-making, human resource management,
and consumer behavior
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AN AMBITIOUS RESEARCH PROGRAM
BASED ON THREE AREAS OF INVESTIGATION

« What triggers our emotions?
» How do we control our emotions?

» How do emotions influence interpersonal
relations and social interactions?

USING A WIDE RANGE OF LEADING-EDGE
METHODS AND PARADIGMS

» Conceptual and comparative analysis
(between cultures and historical periods)

» Behavioural analysis
(timing, type and style of decisions and actions;
ambulatory assessments in natural environments)

« Analysis of verbal (oral and written) and
non-verbal communication (facial and vocal
expression and gesture)

 Physiological measurement
(heart rate, respiration, perspiration,
body temperature)

» Measurement of brain activity
(Magnetic Resonance Imaging and Electro-
EncephaloGraphy)
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